
 

1 
 

Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) Meeting – 23 February 2011 

 

Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2011/12 – Transcript of Statement from the Mayor 

 

Dee Doocey (Chair):  We are now going to turn to the consideration of the final budget, the 
Mayor’s Consolidated Budget for the GLA group 2011/12.  Can I just perhaps explain the 
procedure?  Good morning Mr Mayor. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Morning Dee. 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  First of all I will ask the Mayor to present his budget, focussing in 
particular on any changes since we last looked at the budget on 10 February, and the Mayor will 
have up to ten minutes to do that.  We will then move on to one question and two 
supplementary questions from each of the Groups on the Assembly and I will call them in the 
following order: Greens, Labour, Liberal Democrat and Conservatives.  After that we will have a 
general debate.  For those two latter sections we will have up to an hour. 
 
So first of all can I ask you, Mr Mayor, to present any changes that you might have had since 
10 February. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There are a few changes I would like to update the 
Assembly about.  The first is that the GLA is in receipt of three new grants from central 
Government.  The Government has granted the GLA £34 million over four years to help end 
rough sleeping.  This is a real vote of confidence in City Hall’s ability to identify and commission 
projects that genuinely work in getting the most entrenched rough sleepers into secure 
accommodation.  I would like to pay tribute to Richard Blakeway [Mayoral Advisor, Housing] 
and the London Delivery Board which he set up for all the excellent work being done in this 
area. 
 
Secondly, the Government has announced its intention to pay the Community Safety Grant for 
crime reduction activities to the GLA rather than the boroughs, and given how late into the 
budget preparation cycle this has been announced we have written to all the boroughs to 
reassure them for this year we intend to passport through pro rata their share of this grant. 
 
Finally, the GLA is to administer the £400,000 Seaside and Country Homes Scheme, which has 
been going for few years.  
 
I have also of course been carefully considering the amendments that you have proposed to the 
budget.  On funding the police, I think it is a little bit of a shame that Members did not change 
their motions after actually receiving my budget because I am already increasing funding to the 
Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA) by £42 million.  Because of this and because of all the 
sensible economies that are being made by the MPA service, we, unlike any other English force, 
are able to turn back on the taps of officer recruitment, which will mean that London will have 
more fully warranted police officers on the streets at the end of this term than there were when 
I was elected. 
 
I am sorry I cannot yet announce the full detail of the London Development Agency (LDA) 
settlement but I can return to the points I made on 10 February and reassure you that I remain 
committed to a 60% reduction in CO2 emissions, on delivering our promise of 10,000 new street 
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trees, improving 11 parks across London and with the RE:NEW and RE:FIT programmes funded 
this can be a truly green budget. 
 
On fares, of course I understand some of the points that Members are trying to make.  What we 
have tried to do under this administration is maintain a steady and predictable fair fares policy, 
in contrast to previous administrations, who have not only put fares up by more than this one 
but also played cynical politics with fares, leaving Transport for London (TfL) with a huge black 
hole that has had to be filled.  My fares policy, our fares policy, is paying for the record levels of 
investment in London’s creaking transport infrastructure and one that will see real benefits for 
Londoners.  We cannot put that at risk with a volatile and unpredictable fares policy. 
 
Of course I listened carefully to the views of the Assembly on the Access for London project.  
We are analysing the business case for this carefully and I can assure you that your views will be 
taken fully in due consideration as the long-term future of this project is decided. 
 
So, after considering all the amendments as discussed and proposed by the Assembly, I do not 
believe, interesting though they were, that they in any way improved this budget, which is one 
that delivers for Londoners’ priorities.  It makes London safer by: increasing the number of 
warranted officers in our streets, in our schools and on our public transport system; continuing 
the investment in our transport system; extending the Barclays cycle hire scheme eastward; 
upgrading the tube and delivering Crossrail.  It means improving London’s public spaces with 
more trees, better parks and fantastic urban realm schemes and environmental projects that 
actually deliver reduced carbon emissions and reduce bills for Londoners.  It gives young people, 
who we know are suffering most from our country’s economic problems, more opportunities.  By 
freezing the Council Tax for a third year in a row, we have offered, in real terms, a 10% 
reduction on our share of the Council Tax since I was elected and I therefore commend this 
budget to you and to the Assembly. 


